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IN THE CLAIMS 

I > (Currently Amended) A computer implemented m ethod comprising: 

storing product data on a server coupled to receive requests from client device s over a 
network ; 

generating a set of one or more common search requests for subsets of the product data 
based on th^frequency of previously received search request s for requesting the subsets of 
the product data and designation of a search request as a common search reques t if the search 
request requests for at least a portion of the subsets of the prndnrt data; 

performing tho gonorato ds earches in response to the set of common search requests to 
identify one or more products; 

storing on the server an indication of one of more product s id e ntified as a result of 
performing tho QQt of t he searches based on the c ommon search request s associated with the 
identified one or more products ; 

receivin g at the server a subsequent search request from a client device; 

determining whether the subsequent search request is equivalent to one of the 
previously performed common search requests; 

providing results from the stored result s of the common search requests previously 
generated in response to the common search requests without performin g a search for the 
subsequent search request, if the subsequent search request is equivalent to one of the 
common search requests; and 
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performin g the search for the subsequent search request if the subsequent search 
request is not equivalent to one of the previously performed common search requests. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the product data is 
stored on one of a plurality of servers, and further wherein and all requests from a particular 
user during a session are directed to a single server. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a session comprises all requests that 
occur between a first request of the session and a predetermined period of time during which 
no requests are received by the server. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, wherein the product data and 
information related to the session are maintained in volatile memory of the server. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the set of one or more 
common search requests comprises one or more searches for a category of information related 
to various products. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the data stores product 
information for use with an electronic commerce World Wide Web site- 
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8. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon 
sequences of instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, cause one or more 
electronic devices to: 

Store product data on a server coupled to receive requests from client devices over a 
network : 

generate a set of one or more common search requests for subsets of the product data 
based on tke-afrequency of previously received search request s for requesting the subsets of 
the product data and designation of a search request as a common search reques t if the search 
request requests for at least a portion of the subsets of the product data : 

perform the generated s e t o f searches in response to the common search requests to 
identify one or more products; 

store on the server on indication of on e or more products identifi e d qg a result of 
performing tho aot of t he searches based on the c ommon search requests associated with the 
identified one or more products ; 

receiv e at the server a subsequent search request from a client device; 

determine whether the subsequent search request is equivalent to one of the previously 
performed common search requests; 

provide results from the stored result s of the common search requests previously 
generated in response to the common search requests without performin g a search for the 
subsequent search request, if the subsequent search request is equivalent to one of the 
common search requests; and 

perfor m the search for the subsequent search request if the subsequent search request 
is not equivalent to one of the previously performed common search requests. 
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9. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the 
product data is stored on one of a plurality of servers, and further wherein and all requests 
from a particular user during a session are directed to the server. 

10. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 9 wherein a 
session comprises all requests that occur between a first request of the session and a 
predetermined period of time during which no requests are received by a single server. 

11. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 10i wherein 
the product data and information related to the session are maintained in volatile memory of 
the server. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the 
set of one or more common search requests comprises one or more searches for a category of 
information related to various products. 

14. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the 
database stores product information for use with an electronic commerce World Wide Web 
site. 

15. -20. (Canceled) 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A computer data signal embodied in transmission 
medium comprising instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, cause one or 
more electronic devices to: 

store product data on a server coupled to receive requests from client device s over a 
network ; 

generate a set of one or more common search requests for subsets of the product data 
based on the-a_frequency of previously received search request s for requesting the subsets of 
the product data and designation of a search request as a common search reques t if the search 
request requests for at least a portion of the subsets of the product data; 

perform tho cemomted searches in response to the set of common search requests to 
identify one or more products; 

store on the server an indication of one or more products identified nn a result of 
p e rforming th e set o f searches based on the common search requests; 

receive at the server a subsequent search request from a client device; 

determine whether the subsequent search request is equivalent to one of the previously 
performed common search requests; 

provide results from the stored result s of the common search requests previously 
generated in response to the common search requests without performin g a search for the 
subsequent search request, if the subsequent search request is equivalent to one of the 
common search requests; and 
j perfor m the search for the subsequent search request if the subsequent search request 

is not equivalent to one of the previously performed common search requests. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The computer data signal of claim 21 wherein the 
product data is stored on one of a plurality of servers, and further wherein and all requests 
from a particular user during a session are directed to the server. 

23. (Previously Presented) The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein a session 
comprises all requests that occur between a first request of the session and a predetermined 
period of time during which no requests are received by a single $erver. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer data signal of claim 23, wherein the 
product data and information related to the session are maintained in volatile memory of the 
server. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented) The computer data signal of claim 21 wherein the set 
of one or more common search requests comprises one or more searches for a category of 
information related to various products. 

27. (Previously Presented) The computer data signal of claim 21 wherein the 
database stores product information for use with an electronic commerce World Wide Web 
site. 
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